AVURVEblC SYSTEM

invented it the history of mankind would have been written diffe-
rently. Needle-work is essentially women's work. But the master
tailors of the world are men. And it was a man who invented
the sewing machine. Had Singer despised the needle, he would
not have left his legacy to mankind. Had men taken care of spin-
ning side by side with the women of India in days gone by, we
would perhaps have never given up spinning as we did under
pressure from the East India Company. The politician may devote
himself to pure politics as much 35 he likes, but if we are to clothe
ourselves by the joint effort of millions, the politician, the poet, the
potentate, the pundit and the pauper, male or female, Hindu or
Mussalman, Christian, Parsi or Jew, will have religiously to give
half an hour to spinning for the sake of the country. Religion of
humanity is not tie exclusive prerogative of any sex or class. It is
the prerogative, nay the duty, of all. The religion of Indian
humanity demands half an hour's spinning at least from every-
one who calls himself or herself Indian.

Toting India, 11-6-1925

125.   AWRVEDIG SYSTEM

Kaviraj Gananath Sen writes:

I take this opportunity of drawing your attention to the fact that
the speech you delivered when laying the foundation stone of the Ash-
tanga Ayurveda Vidyalaya1 has been greatly misconstrued both by the
public and by the Ayurvedic physicians of Calcutta. May I suggest that
you will kindly explain that you did not mean to condemn Ayurveda
itself or its conscientious votaries but only a certain section of them who
lived by fraud? To me such an explanation appears to be urgently
required in view of the fact that almost all Bengali papers are misinter-
preting your speech and condemning us for not contradicting it.

I gladly comply with the request, the more so as it enables
me to express my views about Ayurvedic medicine.

I must say at the outset that I was reluctant to perform the
ceremony referred to as I was reluctant even to perform the cere-
mony of opening the Tibbia College by reason of the views I hold
on Medicine in general as expressed in my booklet Indian Home
Rule. Seventeen years' observation has made no material change
in them. If I rewrote the book, it is just possible that I should

1 Vide "Speech at Ashtanga Ayurveda Vidyalaya", 6-5-1925.